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INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 5391 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 0131 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SWEL CA 

SUBJECT: PORT CHALMERS INFLUENZA A VIRUS IDENTIFIED, SARNIA ONTARIO 

1. PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICIALS, SARNIA, LAMBTON COUNTRY, ONTARIO 
ANNOUNCED JANUARY 13 THAT PORT CHALMERS' STRAIN INFLUENZA A 
VIRUS HAD BEEN POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED IN 26- YEAR-OLD PUBLIC 
WORKS DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEE WHO DIED DECEMBER 29. EMPLOYEE'S 
WIEE DIED JANUARY 2. PORT CHALMERS’ STRAIN SUSPECTED BUT 

NOT YET POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED IN CASE OF THE WIFE. 

2. OVER CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS, SARNIA EXPERIENCED 
FLU EPIDEMIC WITH SEVERAL HUNDRED CASES BEING 
REPORTED BY LOCAL PHYSICIANS. EPIDEMIC AS OF JANUARY 14 
APPEARS TO BE SUBSIDING. 
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